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he had the outside religion of the Jesuits, of whom he was
passionately fond.
Although his health was very good, he always feared for it;
he was always looking after it. A physician, such as the one
Louis XI. enriched so much at the end of his life, a Maltre
Coythier would have become a rich and powerful personage by
his side; fortunately his physician was a thoroughly good and
honourable man, and he who succeeded him devoted to the
Queen. Philip V. could speak well—very well, but was often
hindered by idleness and self-mistrust. In the audiences I
had with him, however, he astonished me by the precision,
the grace, the easiness of his words. He was good, easy to
serve, familiar with a few. His love of France showed itself
in everything. He preserved much gratitude and veneration
for the deceased King, and tenderness for the late Monsieur;
above all for the Dauphin, his brother, for whose loss he was
never consoled. I noticed nothing in him towards any other of
the Eoyal Family, except the King; and he never asked me
concerning anybody in the Court, except, and then in a friendly
manner, the Duchesse de Beauvilliers.
He had scruples respecting his crown, that can with diffi-
culty be reconciled with the desire he had to return, in case of
misfortune, to the throne of his fathers, which he had more
than once so solemnly renounced. He believed himself an
ursurper! and in this idea nourished his desire to return to
France, and abandon Spain and his scruples at one and the
same time. It cannot be disguised that all this was very ill-
arranged in his head, but there it was, and he would have
abandoned Spain had it been possible, because he felt compelled
by duty to do so. It was this feeling which principally in-
duced him, after meditating upon it long before I arrived in
Spain, to abdicate his throne in favour of his son. It was the
same usurpation in his eyes, but not being able to obey his
scruples, he contented himself by doing all he could in abdi-
cating. It was still this feeling which, at the death of his son,
troubled him so much, when he saw himself compelled to re-
ascend the throne; though, during his abdication, that son had
vol. in.	21

